
NWS Shreveport, LA

LBA Coalition Meeting  
West Monroe, LA

Seasonal Weather 
Hazards and 
Preparedness



Who are We
• NOAA Weather Radio

• Internet (weather.gov/shv) –Shreveport NWS             
(weather.gov/jan) – Jackson NWS

• Social Media
• Facebook.com/NWSShreveport –facebook.com/NWSShreveportLA
• Twitter.com/NWSShreveport – Twitter.com/NWSJacksonMS

• Cell phone (mobile.weather.gov)

• Television/Radio



Severe Weather

Shreveport 3/2/23
Bosco, LA 11/29/10

(Ouachita Parish)



Monitor These Products

AdvisoryWatch Warning
The weather specific

Tornado
Severe Thunderstorm

Flash Flood
Hurricane

High Winds
Winter Storm

is imminent/occurring 
and  is considered a threat

to life and /or property.

Conditions are favorable for
the specified weather

Tornado
Severe Thunderstorm

Flash Flood
Hurricane

High Winds
Winter Weather

Keep a “Watch” 
for weather threats

The weather specific
Winter Weather

Strong Thunderstorm
Dense Fog

Minor Flooding
Elevated Winds

Heat
is a public

inconvenience and creates
travel/general hazard.



NWS Weather Messages and What Do They Mean?



Criteria for a Severe Thunderstorm

• Short Answer….YES

• Since 2000, several tropical 
cylones have moved across 
Northern Louisiana
• Lili-2002 (as a Tropical

1

1

1

2

2

2

2

3

Path of Hurricane Laura (2020) across the state of Louisiana
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*Tornadoes or 

Funnel Clouds*

Winds of 58 mph 

(50kts) or greater

Hail of 1 inch or larger

(Quarter size or larger)  

TORNADO WARNINGS are issued for Tornadoes and Funnel Clouds
SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WARNINGS are issued for Winds and/or Hail

TAKE SHELTER INSIDE STURDY BUILDING IMMEDIATELY!



Tornadoes Can Happen Anytime/Anywhere

Peak Tornado Season Occurs in Spring (April), with secondary peak in Fall (November)

April

November



LOW…CENTER…HEAD



Know Where To Go

The Heat Index, also known as the apparent temperature, is what the temperature feels



Bank Vaults Saves Lives

Fourteen Tinker Federal Credit Union workers in Moore, Oklahoma 
hid in the vault with eight customers (May 2013)



When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors!

• Short Answer….YES

• Since 2000, several tropical 
cylones have moved across 
Northern Louisiana
• Lili-2002 (as a Tropical
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Path of Hurricane Laura (2020) across the state of Louisiana

Monroe
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Alexandria
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Louisiana

*Tornado or 

Funnel Cloud*

Winds of 58 mph 

(50kts) or greater

Hail of 1 inch or larger

(Quarter size or larger)  

*Tornado Warnings are issued for Tornadoes and/or Funnel Clouds*

Lightning Is Deadly

➢ Lightning is one of the top 
three storm-related killers in 
the US and can strike as far as 
10 miles away from a storm

➢ STOP all outdoor activities

➢ Seek shelter in a substantial 
building (not a tent or open air 
building) or a hard-topped 
vehicle

➢ Wait 30 minutes after the 
storm to resume activities, if 
no other storms are in the area

*Warnings are not issued for Lightning*



Turn Around Don’t Drown!

• Short Answer….YES

• Since 2000, several tropical 
cylones have moved across 
Northern Louisiana
• Lili-2002 (as a Tropical
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Path of Hurricane Laura (2020) across the state of Louisiana
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*Tornado or 

Funnel Cloud*

Winds of 58 mph 

(50kts) or greater

Hail of 1 inch or larger

(Quarter size or larger)  

*Tornado Warnings are issued for Tornadoes and/or Funnel Clouds*

FLOOD SAFTETY TIPS
➢ Flash Flooding is the #1 weather-

related killer in the US.

➢ DON’T DRIVE INTO WATER. Nearly 
half of all deaths occur with people in 
motor vehicles.  Don’t drive around 
barricades.

➢ SIX inches of flowing water can knock 
a person off their feet and TWO feet of 
water can float any vehicle.

➢ Be really careful, especially at night, 
and avoid flood prone areas.  GET TO 
HIGHER GROUND!



Heat 
Preparedness



What is the Heat Index?

• Short Answer….YES

• Since 2000, several tropical 
cylones have moved across 
Northern Louisiana
• Lili-2002 (as a Tropical
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The Heat Index, also known as the apparent temperature, is what the temperature feels 
like to the human body when relative humidity is combined with the air temperature.



Excessive Heat Warning/Heat Advisory

• Short Answer….YES

• Since 2000, several tropical 
cylones have moved across 
Northern Louisiana
• Lili-2002 (as a Tropical
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Heat Illness Signs

• Short Answer….YES

• Since 2000, several tropical 
cylones have moved across 
Northern Louisiana
• Lili-2002 (as a Tropical
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Stay Heat Safe This Summer

• Short Answer….YES

• Since 2000, several tropical 
cylones have moved across 
Northern Louisiana
• Lili-2002 (as a Tropical

1

1

1

2

2

2

2

3

Path of Hurricane Laura (2020) across the state of Louisiana

Monroe
Shreveport

Alexandria

Ruston

Louisiana

The Heat Index, also known as the apparent temperature, is what the temperature feels 

like to the human body when relative humidity is combined with the air temperature.
AND 

SUNSCREEN



2024 Hurricane Season

Hurricane 
Preparedness



2024 Atlantic Hurricane Names
Alberto Helene Oscar

Beryl Isaac Patty

Chris Joyce Rafael

Debby Kirk Sara

Ernesto Leslie Tony

Francine Milton Valerie

Gordon Nadine William

If we run out of names on the main list, we will go to the supplemental list of names, 
rather than the Greek alphabet



It only takes one                 storm to make it a bad season!

Hurricane Forecast



Do Tropical Systems Impact North Louisiana?
• Short Answer….YES

• Since 2000, several tropical cylones have 
moved across Northern Louisiana
• 2002-Lili (as a Tropical Storm)
• 2004-Matthew (as a Tropical 

Depression)
• 2005-Rita (as a Tropical Storm)
• 2007-Humberto (as a Tropical 

Depression)
• 2008-Gustav (as a Tropical 

Depression)
• 2012-Issac (as a Tropical Depression)
• 2017-Cindy & Harvey (as a Tropical 

Depressions)
• 2019-Barry (as a Tropical Storm)
• 2020-Cristobal, Laura, Delta         

(Laura was still a hurricane as it 
reached Interstate 20 corridor )
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Cat 1

Hurricane



Tropical Systems Impacts

• Wind Damage
• Widespread Trees/Powerlines downed
• Monroe-62 mph (Hurricane Laura)

• Power Outages
• No Air Condition or Refrigeration
• Heat Advisory Criteria Lowered due to 

being in Summer Months 
• Excessive Rainfall

• Flooding is common w/Tropical Systems
• Monroe’s 2nd highest 1-day Rainfall Total 

occurred with Tropical Depression 
Gustav in September 2008.  (7.4o inches)

• Tornadoes
• Tropical Cyclone Ike produced 

Fifteen EF-0 tornadoes across 
North Louisiana 

Hurricane Laura (2020)
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Outdoor 
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Winter Weather 
Preparedness

Shreveport 3/2/23
West Monroe, LA

Courtesy of Heath Albritton

01/15/2024



Winter Weather Precipitation Types

Freezing RainSleetSnowflakes



Winter Weather Preparedness
• NOAA Weather Radio

• Internet (weather.gov/shv)

• Social Media (NWSShreeport
• Facebook.com/NWSShreveport
• Twitter.com/NWSShreveport

• Cell phone (mobile.weather.gov)

• Television/Radio



Winter Driving Tips
• NOAA Weather Radio

• Internet (weather.gov/shv)

• Social Media (NWSShreveport
• Facebook.com/NWSShreveport
• Twitter.com/NWSShreveport

• Cell phone (mobile.weather.gov)

• Television/Radio



Power Outage Tips
• NOAA Weather Radio

• Internet (weather.gov/shv)

• Social Media (NWSShreeport
• Facebook.com/NWSShreveport
• Twitter.com/NWSShreveport

• Cell phone (mobile.weather.gov)

• Television/Radio



Cold Weather Safety



Remember the 4 P’s
• NOAA Weather Radio

• Internet (weather.gov/shv)

• Social Media (NWSShreeport
• Facebook.com/NWSShreveport
• Twitter.com/NWSShreveport

• Cell phone (mobile.weather.gov)

• Television/Radio



Social Media-rologist



Winter Weather Climate across NE Louisiana
• Avg. Date of 1st Freeze – Monroe, LA

• November 13th

• Avg. Date of Last Freeze – Monroe, LA
• March 7th

• All-Time Coldest Temperature –Monroe, LA
• -2°F (February 2, 1951)

• Avg. Snow/Sleet per season – Monroe, LA
• 0.8 in. (30 year average 1994-2024)

• Avg. # of Snow/Sleet events – Monroe, LA
• Approx One (1) per cold season (Nov-Apr)
• Earliest Measured Snow: Nov.14, 2018 (0.4 in) 
• Latest Measured Snow: Mar.22, 1968 (3.0 in) 

• Most Snowfall Day/Season
• Day: 9.2 in. (Jan 30, 1949)
• Season: 13.0 in (Winter 1929-1930)                   

*5th highest (7.5 in. 2020-2021)*
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Snow at American Legion Hall in Monroe, LA (Feb.2021) 
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Courtesy of Ted Bailey



Thank You! Questions?

NWSShreveport

NWS Shreveport
5655 Hollywood Ave.                                 
Shreveport, LA 71109

Phone: (318) 631-3669/1-800 -551-8338                      
Email: sr-shv.skywarn@noaa.gov
Website: https://weather.gov/shv

NWSShreveport
@NWSShreveport

NWS Jackson
234 Weather Service Dr.                                 

Flowood, MS 39232

Phone: (601) 936-2189                      
Email: sr-jan.webmaster@noaa.gov

Website: https://weather.gov/jan

NWSJacksonMS
@NWSJacksonMS

Open/Service

24/7–365 Days

Open/Service

24/7–365 Days

mailto:sr-shv.skywarn@noaa.gov
https://weather.gov/shv
mailto:sr-jan.webmaster@noaa.gov
https://weather.gov/

