


OHSEP Offices  
BOHSEP Operations 
• The office started out as civil defense in 1953.

• Decades later, the Louisiana Disaster Act of 1993 authorized the 
Caddo Bossier Office of Homeland Security & Emergency 
Preparedness Executive Council as the primary responsible party for 
meeting the dangers posed by disasters.

• After September 11, 2001 a presidential order prompted the office to 
change their name to the Caddo-Bossier Office of Homeland Security 
and Emergency Preparedness.



OHSEP Offices  
BOHSEP Organization - Operations  

• Organization  
• Split July 2014 – Executive Council
• Police Jury Administrator / BC Mayor / Sheriff of Parish

• Operations 
• Office coordinates with and are liaisons between parish government, agencies 

to the appropriate state and federal authorities.

• We assemble to correct entities for the UCG - Unified Command Group for 
the response.



Tornado Threat

• Tornadoes do not only occur in central, south and southeast United 
States but generally occur throughout the region east of the 
Continental Divide, particularly the lower intensity EF0, EF1, and EF2 
tornadoes.

• Figure 2. Reported tornadoes in the contiguous United States by EF 
intensity, from 1950 through 2021. (Data source: NOAA/NWS Storm 
Prediction Center) 











Identifying Shelter Locations

• An underground area, such as a basement or storm cellar, provides the 
best protection from a tornado. If an underground shelter is unavailable, 
consider the following:

• Seek a small interior room or hallway on the lowest floor possible
• Stay away from doors, windows, and outside walls
• Stay in the center of the room, and avoid corners because they attract 

debris
• Rooms constructed with reinforced concrete, brick or block with no 

windows and a heavy concrete floor or roof system overhead
• Avoid auditoriums, cafeterias and gymnasiums that have flat, wide-span 

roofs.









• Enhanced F-scale winds are derived from engineering guidelines but 
still are only judgmental estimates. Because: 

• Nobody knows the "true" wind speeds at ground level in most tornadoes, and
• The amount of wind needed to do similar-looking damage can vary greatly, 

even from block to block or building to building.



Dallas Texas 2005     EF-2 Tornado
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Two Major Weather Impacts
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